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T
he main hall at West
Potomac High School
is a hive of activity

this week as students prepare
for the start of classes. In an
effort to save on paper, the
Back-to-School packet forms
were made available online
this year. Most forms can be
completed electronically. For
families without home com-
puter access, the forms may be
filled out on the computers in
the library resource center. Re-
turning students, which may
near 2,100, receive their class
schedules, a school agenda/
planner, bus schedule and
PTSA forms after submitting
the final signed forms. A se-
nior table was also set up.
Plans are under way for fund-

WPHS Gets Ready for New Year
The computers in the library were made available to fill out the 2009-2010 school
forms.

Barbara Miller checks in with the school
staff and volunteers helping streamline
the almost paperless process for the
returning students.

Sveta Martinez checks over the informa-
tion on her forms before submitting
them on Monday morning.

Jane Quirk helps a parent locate the right bus route for
her child to catch to school.

raising activities to raise the
$35,000 needed for the Class of
2010’s all night graduation party.

Forms can be dropped off at
the high school through
Thursday afternoon.
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

W
hen the Mount Vernon
High School juniors
showed up at the

Mount Vernon County Club last
year, most of them had never been
to such a place. Giant columns
greeted the at-risk students on the
outside of the building, and gilded
furniture greeted them indoors.
But with the help of all-pro wide-

receiver Santana Moss and a group
of volunteer mentors, the county
club would be demystified.

First there was a good deal of
encouragement to ditch their
baggy pants in favor of khakis.
Then there was the matter of the
silverware.

“One of the kids looked at me
and asked me what the heck he
was supposed to do with all the

Santana Moss and friends look
to the future beyond high school.

MVHS’s 30/30 Club

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

S
tate Sen. Linda “Toddy”
Puller, who wants to pre-
vent a repeat of an auto
collision and fatal acci-

dent that took place in her district
February 2008, has introduced leg-
islation to require all police and
emergency vehicle operators in the
Commonwealth to turn on emer-
gency equipment and slow down
when running a red light.

This tragedy that killed Ashley
McIntosh has focused the atten-
tion of those who believe the State

law is flawed and needs to be
changed to protect those driving
lawfully through heavily used in-
tersections from police and other
emergency vehicle drivers who,
because of the discretionary lan-
guage in the Virginia law, may
endanger innocent people. Police,
sheriff, and other public safety as-
sociations view the proposed
change as an unnecessary infringe-
ment on their ability to perform
their duties.

Puller, whose legislative district
includes the accident site, said, “I
am carrying this bill because I
want to prevent unnecessary tragic
auto accidents in the future such
as the one which killed Ashley
McIntosh.” Her bill would change
the Virginia law to require police
and other emergency vehicle driv-
ers to use their emergency equip-
ment — flashing lights, siren, ex-
haust whistle, or other device de-
signed to give automatically inter

Puller requests
State Crime
Commission to
support her
traffic safety bill.

Working To Reduce
Cruiser-Car Crashes
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News

forks,” said Kahan Dhillion, who owns a venture
capital firm with Moss. “That was when I had to ex-
plain that one was for the salad, one was for the
entree and the other was for desert.”

It was a teachable moment — one of many cre-
ated by “Santana’s 30/30 Club.” The idea was
launched back in 2006, when
Dhillion and Mount Vernon High
School Principal Nardos King were
brainstorming over lunch one day
about volunteering opportunities.
They eventually created the idea
of a 30/30 club, which would in-
clude 30 students over a period of
30 months — the duration of their
time at the high school. Students
were selected because they had
problems with attendance,
achievement or discipline. Now in
its third and final year, the 21 re-
maining students will begin their
senior year next week.

“It’s really turned into a family,
and the kids are now holding each
other accountable,” said King, who is beginning her
third year as principal at the school. “I wasn’t ex-
pecting that to happen, but it just kind of evolved
over the years.”

THE PROGRAM BEGAN with twice-a month meet-
ings between five volunteer mentors and 30 students.
When they were meeting at school, the encounters
would become guidance sessions — reviewing at-
tendance records, achievement goals and discipline
problems. Outside of school, the students attended
concerts at Wolftrap and ate dinner at the ESPN Zone

thanks to Santana’s sponsorship. They even got to
meet Moss at a Redskins football camp.

“Just having someone there to care about them and
how they were doing in school really made a huge
difference,” said Dhillion. “Extending that olive
branch has really changed things for these kids.”

After the first year came to a close, King decided
that the groups needed to meet more than twice a

week. So she arranged for all of
the 30/30 students to be in a daily
class with a teacher who was one
of the volunteers in the program.
That teacher, Karen Hertel, created
an intelligence operation to gather
information about each student’s
attendance, achievement and dis-
cipline. She then used her daily
interaction with the students to
follow-up. So if a student didn’t
turn in an Algebra homework as-
signment or was rude in English
class, the student’s mentor would
be informed almost immediately.

“They didn’t necessarily like
that,” said King. “But it helped.”

Some of the original students
moved away. Others were forced to leave Mount
Vernon High School because of discipline problems.
But the 21 students remain part of the program. King
said that many of these students would likely have
dropped out if they had not been involved in the
program. So the fact that they are beginning their
senior year and thinking about what they might do
after graduating high school is a tremendous suc-
cess for the program.

“This is not just about school,” said King. “We
wanted to try to get these kids thinking about where
they wanted to be 10 years from now.”

30/30 Connects Mentors, Students
Adult mentor and at-risk high-school students are members of Santana’s 30/30 Club.

“This is not just
about school. We
wanted to try to get
these kids thinking
about where they
wanted to be 10
years from now.”

— Nardos King, principal,
Mount Vernon High School

mittent warning signals — and
slow down, when on an emer-
gency call and traveling through
a red traffic light.

In the January 2009 legislative
session, Puller introduced a bill,
SB 847, “Emergency Vehicles Pro-
ceeding Past Red Lights,” to do
this.  It was assigned to the Sen-
ate Transportation Committee
which voted not to report it to the
full Senate for a vote. Undeterred,
Puller then sent a letter to the
State Crime Commission request-
ing its review and comment on her
proposed changes to the Virginia
law governing police and other
emergency vehicle operator driv-
ing requirements. The commis-
sion, an advisory body of 13 mem-
bers appointed by the governor
and the state legislature, held a
public meeting in May 2009 to
hear testimony and discuss Puller’s
bill. On Dec. 15 the commission
will again meet to assess testimony
and forward its views to the re-
spective Courts of Justice Commit-
tees in the House and Senate.

Mark Hubbard, a registered lob-
byist with McGuireWoods, Con-
sulting, which is providing pro
bono assistance to Puller on this
matter, said, “We believe the Puller
bill should be enacted. … With the
congested traffic situation in ur-
ban areas of the Commonwealth
changes in the emergency proce-
dures language in Virginia law are
needed to protect the public from
unnecessary accidents such as that
which resulted in the fatal accident
in Northern Virginia. … We are
hopeful that the commission will
support the Puller legislation.”

Del. David Albo (R-42), chair-
man, House Courts of Justice Com-
mittee, and former co-chair of the
State Crime Commission, said,
“Senator Puller clearly believes
that there is a flaw in the current
Virginia law governing emergency
operating procedures for police
and other emergency vehicle driv-
ers. ...  I look forward to assessing
Senator Puller’s bill, the State
Crime Commission’s comments, as
well as the views of public safety
organizations and others when the
bill comes before the Courts of
Justice Committee.”

The president of the 900-mem-
ber Fairfax Coalition of Police,
Marshall Thielen does not support
the Puller legislation: “The
changes proposed would place an
unnecessary burden on public
safety personnel. … Police must be
free to make split second decisions
and not be restricted by a require-
ment that may not fit the emer-
gency.”

Thielen pointed out that in ad-
dition to the Fairfax County Police
Coalition, the State Association of
Chiefs of Police, the State Associa-

tion of Sheriffs, and the Virginia
State Police Association oppose
Puller’s bill.

According to Cindy McIntosh-
Colasanto, mother of the victim,
26 other states require the use of
emergency equipment at all times
when traveling through a red light.
This past spring she testified be-
fore the State Crime Commission,
urging that they support the bill.
At that time she said: “Ashley had
just left a polling place after do-
ing her civic duty and voting in the
Presidential Primary Election, but
the laws of Virginia let her down.
… More than half the states in the
U.S. require police officers to use
both lights and a siren and to slow
down when driving through red
lights. This includes Maryland,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
New York, and California. I hope
you commissioners will agree that
it is time the Commonwealth of
Virginia does the same. ... It is too
late for Ashley. But it is not too late
to protect other daughters, and
everyone in Virginia. … Thou-
sands of petition signers also agree
with me.”

McIntosh-Colasanto has been
able to obtain the support of over
3,000 petition signers.

Tappy Phillips, one of the sup-
porters of a change in the Virginia
law, said: “It is a very simple is-
sue: when my family enters an in-
tersection in Virginia with a green
light, I expect them to make it to
the other side alive, not be crushed
by a speeding police car.”

When asked  about the prospects
for passage of the bill next year,
McIntosh-Colasanto said: “I am
cautiously optimistic; the mem-
bers are discussing it, and they are
now aware that half the states in
the U.S. have language similar to
Senator Puller’s. For the next sev-
eral months I will be working to
generate letters from the public to
write to the State Crime Commis-
sion and to Virginia legislators
across the Commonwealth to sup-
port this legislation that would
indeed save lives.”

In addition, she plans on return-
ing to the State Crime Commission
for their regular meeting on Dec.
15 to again testify and urge mem-
bers to back the change.

A Bill for Ashley
Proposed Revision

The current Virginia law governing
emergency procedures allows police and
other emergency vehicle drivers on an
emergency call the discretion of
whether or not to use their flashing
lights and siren, or to slow down when
entering an intersection showing a red
traffic light.

State Sen. Toddy Puller’s proposed re-
vision would require all police and other
emergency vehicle drivers in the Com-
monwealth, when on an emergency call,
to turn on their blinking/flashing lights
and siren, and slow their vehicle to a
safe speed when going through an inter-
section with a red light at all times.
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

News

Fairfax County Health Department staff
members Maria Leonard and Marisa
Lengor provide information on the flu
virus.

Scott Bedio of the Salvation Army offers
beverages and snacks to participants in
Saturday’s emergency drill.

‘Get Ready Fairfax’
M

embers of the Fairfax
County Health Depart-
ment, Fairfax Medical

Reserve Corp volunteers and com-
munity and county partners held
a drill Saturday, Aug. 15, at a mock
medication dispensing site in the
parking lot of the South County
Government Center. The exercise
was funded by a grant from the
Department of Homeland Security.

At the first station in the
drill, the greeting unit in-
cludes Fairfax medical corps
volunteers Rod Bubeck,
Deborah Hardy and program
manager Dianne Quebral.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Rod Bubeck talks to resi-
dents about the proce-

dures that will be used in
the event of an actual

situation that requires the
mass dispensing of medi-

cal supplies.

CERT volunteer Terri Akins is
forming a September CERT
training class at the Mount
Vernon District Station. For
more information visit
www.fairfaxcountycert.org
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Calling All Wright to Read
Volunteers and Students

Celebrating 30 years in Alexandria this September, we
would love to hear from you if you were a Wright to
Read volunteer or student from 1979-2001 and have a
story to share.

Contact Leigh Hoyer at lhoyer@campagnacenter.org
or call 703-549-0111 x 101

Serving Alexandria Continuously since 1784
Celebrating Another Community Partnership

News

Grand Jury
Indicts Hamilton

A Fairfax
County grand
jury has indicted
a former youth
sports coach on
six felony
charges involv-
ing sexual im-
proprieties with
children. He is John E. Hamilton
of 14120 Gabrielle Way in
Centreville’s Centre Ridge commu-
nity.

On May 22, Fairfax County po-
lice charged him with one count
of aggravated sexual battery and
three counts of taking indecent lib-
erties with a child by a person in a
custodial or supervisory relation-
ship. The complainant was a boy
Hamilton coached in 1997, in the
Fort Hunt Youth Athletic Associa-
tion, when the boy was 12.

Then on June 5, police charged
Hamilton with two counts of sod-
omy after two other people, one
now 19, the other, 28, alleged that
Hamilton sexually assaulted them
when they were younger, lived in
Mount Vernon’s Hollin Hall area
and were coached by Hamilton.

On Aug. 17, the grand jury in-
dicted him on all six offenses. He’s
now scheduled to enter his pleas
regarding these charges, Oct. 7, in
Circuit Court.

Hamilton

Woman Robbed,
Then Shot
With BB

A 19-year-old woman was
robbed while walking home from
a friend’s home on Sunday, Aug.
30 around 2:40 a.m. The woman
was walking near Laramie Place
and Tamarind Street when two
men approached her, produced
guns and demanded her belong-
ings.

The victim complied and the
suspects told her to run away.

As she turned to run, she saw a
suspect point a gun at her and felt
the sting of a BB pellet on her leg.
The suspects then fled. The victim
did not require medical attention.

The suspects were both de-
scribed as black, around 18 years
old, and wore blue jeans. One sus-
pect wore a black scarf around his
face and the other had a red,
white, and blue motorcycle helmet
on his head.

Anyone with information is
asked to contact Crime Solvers by
phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-
mail at www.fairfaxcrime
solvers.org or text “TIP187” plus
a message to CRIMES/274637 or
call Fairfax County Police at 703-
691-2131.



6  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  September 3-9, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion
www.MountVernonGazette.com

Newspaper of Mount Vernon

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
1606 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,

Call: 703--778-9410
e-mail:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Steven Mauren
Editor, 703-778-9415

smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

Michael Lee Pope
Reporter, 703-778-9437

alexandriagazette@yahoo.com

Steve Hibbard
Associate Editor, 703-778-9412

shibbard@connectionnewspapers.com

Julia O’Donoghue
Education & Politics, 703-778-9436

jodonoghue@connectionnewspapers.com

Ken Moore
Courts & Projects, 703-917-6417

kmoore@connectionnewspapers.com

Jonathan Roetman
Sports Editor, 703-224-3015

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
To place an advertisement, call the ad

department between 9 a.m. and
 5 p.m., Monday - Friday.

Display ads 703-778-9410
Classified ads 703-778-9411
Employment ads 703-778-9413

Julie Ferrill
Display Advertising, 703-778-9446
jferrill@connectionnewspapers.com

Ginger Krup
Display Advertising, 703-778-9447
gkrup@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411
asmith@connectionnewspapers.com

Barbara Parkinson
Employment Advertising

703-778-9413
bparkinson@connectionnewspapers.com

Publisher
Jerry Vernon

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren
Photography:

Louise Krafft, Robbie Hammer
Art/Design:

Geovani Flores, Laurence Foong,
John Heinly, Wayne Shipp,

John Smith
Production Manager:

Jean Card

Editor Emeritus:
Mary Anne Weber

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9427
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver

CONNECTION NEWSPAPERS,
L.L.C.

Peter Labovitz
President/CEO

Mary Kimm
Publisher/Chief Operating Officer

703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Jerry Vernon
Publisher/Executive Vice President

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Wesley DeBrosse
Controller

Debbie Funk
National Sales, 703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

A Connection Newspaper

O
n Nov. 3, about two months from
now, Virginia voters will go to the
polls to vote for Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor, Attorney Gen-

eral and every member of the House of Del-
egates.

Some local races are also on the bal-
lot.

Here at the Connection, we invite our
readers to tune in and help us fine tune
questions and coverage of local candidates. Its
common for Northern Virginia residents to be
more focused on national politics than local
politics.

But be forewarned that the winners of the
state and local elections coming up will have
an impact on your daily life, often in a very
personal way.

Local elected officials will spend billions of
dollars. With the current budget shortfalls, the

winners will also decide how where to cut tens
of millions of dollars by cutting programs,
projects and schools dear to many people’s
hearts. The safety net for the most vulnerable
people in Virginia is in danger as well.

Over the next two months, editors and re-
porters at the Connection Newspapers will in-
terview each local candidate in a contested
race. We’ll ask questions to learn about each
individual, his or her knowledge of local is-
sues and whether they come to the race with a

sense of public service. Do they bring
intelligence, creativity, collegiality to
problem solving? Where do they stand
on issues ranging from funding men-

tal-health care to providing a revenue stream
to address transportation?

We invite our readers to help with the ques-
tioning process. What do readers and voters
here want to know from their representatives
in the House of Delegates? What qualities are
you hoping for in the next Governor?

Send questions and comments to Mary Kimm,
at mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com or
1606 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Getting Ready To Vote
What questions would
you like to ask?

Editorial

Register
The deadline to register to vote or update

your address for the Nov. 3 election is
Monday, Oct. 5. To register to vote, download
a form from:

www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/
Forms_Publications/Index.html

Fill it out and mail it to your local elections
office. You can also register in person at the
elections office during business hours, or pick
up a form in a library or other public places.

After you register, you will receive confir-
mation and a voting card in the mail. You can
call the elections office to verify that you are
registered. If you are already registered to
vote at your current address, you do not need
to register again.

To find your polling place, go to
www.sbe.virginia.gov and click on “voter
information.” Polling places will be open from
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on election day. Check with
your local elections office for information on
absentee voting:

FAIRFAX COUNTY OFFICE OF ELECTIONS
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 323
Fairfax, VA 22035-0081
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/
703-222-0776 phone
703-324-2205 fax
703-324-4700 for 24-hour recorded information.

See Letters,  Page 8

Strengthen
Health System
To the Editor:

Healthcare reform is the need
of the day. Insurance companies
and other private companies in-
volved in the present health care
system are against the reform
because they are afraid of com-
petition. They have been jointly

and are responsible for increase
in health care costs. A federal
entity to provide health care like
one in United Kingdom is needed
in U.S.A.  Health care reform will
strengthen the system, not hurt,
Medicare. People in Medicare will
continue to choose their doctor
and specialist.

Sohan Jindal
Alexandria

Letters to the Editor

Need Protection
From MVCCA?
To the Editor:

For much of the year, the Mount
Vernon Council of Citizens’ Asso-
ciations (MVCCA) has been hold-
ing meetings of its Strategic Plan-
ning committee to formulate
nominations to the Comprehen-
sive Plan during the Area Plans

Review (APR) process occurring
this year and through July 2010.
The deadline for submission of
nominations is Sept. 16. I live in
Stratford Landing and am a mem-
ber of the Stratford Landing Citi-
zens’ Association (SLCA) but cur-
rently not a member of its Execu-
tive Committee (EC) although I
am a past member of that body.

Our community has been aware
of the MVCCA meetings but nei-
ther our citizens as a whole nor
our EC have voted on or even con-
sidered presenting the MVCCA
with any proposed nominations.

The Little Hunting Creek pump-
ing station is located deep within
our community at the corner of
Thomas J. Stockton Parkway and
Londonderry Road. Changes to the
Comprehensive Plan affecting the
pumping station would only affect
our community and no other. The
pumping station lands have been
a source of great controversy in
our community for a number of
years. The Web site at
www.pumpingstation.org provides
factual background. In 2004, a
husband and wife couple living in
our community proposed to the
SLCA EC that it conduct a refer-
endum of its membership to de-
termine the community’s view on
creating open space and a park at
the pumping station that would
afford access to Little Hunting
Creek, providing a walking path
through the facility from the street

2:30 p.m., Aug. 31: The future home of the Estates at
East Boulevard.
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for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alex. My wife and I grew
up here. I’m a finish carpenter
w/28 yrs. experience.
My work is meticulous, and I

take great pride in completing
jobs on time, and on budget. Let
me give you a quote on that

project or repair you’re thinking about. My prices are reflective of the times.

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
Licensed • Bonded • Insured.

References Upon Request.
Cell: 703.403.2994   Ofc: 703.684.5215

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alex Neighbor

From Page 6

Letters

See Letters,  Page 18

to the creek and perhaps a few ameni-
ties. The referendum was conducted in ac-
cordance with SLCA Bylaws with the com-
munity being given a full month to vote.
Twenty-two percent of the members voted,
more than double the quorum requirement,
and 69 percent of the voters voted against
the concept.

Since then, there have been several at-
tempts to change the community’s mind
about the issue, with the same couple in-
volved on some basis of advocacy — all have

failed. This history makes it clear that a
majority of the Stratford Landing commu-
nity would like the pumping station to be
left as it is. In fact, Supervisor Gerry Hyland
is on record as stating he would oppose any
changes in use of the lands of the pumping
station in the absence of a community con-
sensus in favor. I confirmed this position
during a telephone conversation this week
with Brett Kenney, Supervisor Hyland’s chief
aide.

With this backdrop, last Thursday, I
learned for the first time from a Gazette
article, that the MVCCA’s Strategic Planning

committee would be proposing an APR
nomination directed to our pumping sta-
tion. This surprised me because, three
weeks ago, I met for over an hour with
Kahan Dhillon, chairman of the committee,
and he made no mention of any such pro-
posed nomination. On Friday, after several
e-mail exchanges and phone calls, I received
the paperwork for the proposed nomination
from Mr. Dhillon. To my surprise, one of its
main drafters was none other than the wife
of the couple living in our community. The
nomination proposed (1) changing the des-
ignation of the 9-plus acre pumping station

site from R-3 zoning to open space, (2) cre-
ation of a publicly accessible park, and (3)
consolidation of some of the land with an
adjacent parcel owned by the Northern Vir-
ginia Conservation Trust (NVCT) an orga-
nization with which the couple is quite ac-
tive. In other words, having been thwarted
in every attempt to create a park and open
space at the pumping station against the
will of our community, the wife of the
couple had embarked on a strategy of us-
ing the MVCCA’s APR process against her
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Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Montebello Marketing, Incorporated

www.montebellomarketing.com
703-548-5958 or 800-446-4187

Condo Living
Surrounded by

Your Own
Private Forest

The privacy of trees, lush vegeta-
tion, deer, fox and birds, and the
maintenance-free life of a condo
sans neighbors! The only sound
from above may be raindrops on
the nine-foot ceiling’s skylights. 2
BR 2 BA with parking spaces
nicely situated near hiking trails
and picnic areas of the 30+ acres,
gated compound – Montebello $390,000 $390,000

Far Away Places
is what you see
from this 16th

floor jewel
Three bedrooms, three baths
and over 2100 square feet of
space in which to roam. Rare
find, plus Montebello’s ameni-
ties with indoor/outdoor pools,
tennis bowling, restaurant,
shuttle to Metro and more...
$639,500. (Units may be sold
separately. Call for pricing.)

Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

             Belleview
Belleview Shopping Center

1600A Belleview Blvd
Alexandria, VA 22307

703-341-6621

Our 2nd Alexandria Location
Opening September 2009!

7-Day Alaska Cruise from $649
11-Day CruiseTours from $1049

Imagine spectacular glaciers. The stillness of a remote mountain valley. Or seeing bears in their
own habitat. Holland America Line Alaska cruisetours afford you more time in the grandest
places, giving you far better opportunities to encounter the natural wonders you came to see.

Adventures as grand
as Alaska itself.

MacNair Travel Management
703-836-1101

Don’t miss our OnStage
Alaska Presentation

September 19th at 3:30pm
At the Lyceum

Space is limited - RSVP today

Spacious, Elegant Ships • Gracious, Award-Winning Service • Worldwide Itineraries
Extensive Activities and Enrichment Programs • Sophisticated Five-Star Dining

By Linda “Toddy” Puller

State Senator

I
 was elected to the General Assem
bly alongside both of the current
nominees for Governor, Creigh Deeds
and Bob McDonnell. When you work

with two people like that, you learn their
values. This week, I was reminded of
McDonnell’s with the resurfacing of his
master’s thesis, penned just before the be-
ginning of his legislative career.

Creigh has an impressive legislative scope. I re-
member his hard work on Kim Stan, Megan’s Law,
and choice. He also penned the modern Governor’s

Opportunity Fund, which has cre-
ated some 78,000 jobs.

The same cannot be said for
Bob McDonnell. I respect him as

a person, but his record — especially his social
agenda — troubles me.

While Creigh worked for schools and economic
development, Bob McDonnell did the opposite. While
Creigh worked on numerous policy issues, McDonnell
sponsored 35 bills on abortion — not including his
crusades against contraception and sexual education.
McDonnell is entitled to his beliefs, but he has fur-
thered them single-mindedly, neglecting important
concerns.

But McDonnell’s agenda goes even further. In his
master’s thesis at then-CBN University, McDonnell
lays out not a youthful consideration of Reagan-era
politics but rather a social vision for later legislative

efforts. His thesis is a blueprint of the ex-
treme policy agenda that he pursued
throughout his career in public life and
would continue to pursue as Governor.

And I do mean “extreme.” For instance,
he attributes the American family’s “break-
down” to working mothers, feminism, and
“the self-centeredness of modern individu-
alism.” He writes that school-based health
clinics that dispense information about
sexual health options promote promiscu-

ity. No wonder he’s now trying to distance himself
from this.

Bob McDonnell pursued these ideas as a legislator
and Attorney General. He worked against women’s
rights, from equal pay to choice. He opposed bills on
daycare safety regulations, such as criminal back-
ground checks on employees. He even voted to cut
the Governor’s Opportunity Fund — though the
“new” McDonnell wants it increased.

TODAY, he has a transportation plan that drains $5.4
billion — his own estimation — from education and
other priorities.

That’s not an agenda Virginia can afford, with state-
wide unemployment, millions uninsured, and other
challenges in the next four years and beyond.

I support Creigh Deeds for Governor. He’s a
commonsense leader in the mold of Mark Warner.
He will work for issues that matter to all Virginians,
rather than taking us back into past social wars, as
Bob McDonnell promises. Creigh Deeds will keep
Virginia moving forward.

Priorities Vs. Social Agenda
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By Sandy Levitz Lunner

Gazette Packet

T
here was a time when watercolor artist Jane Gillette
hoped people would buy paintings that meant some
thing to her. But experience taught her that people

want a painting that means something to them.
“Sometimes I have the good fortune to sell a painting that

means something special to both of us,” she said. “When it
comes together like that, it’s a really great feeling.”

An exhibitor in the Alexandria Festival of the Arts since it’s
inception, Gillette says she loves the quality of the show.

“It really forces me to grow not only in my work, but in the
way I display my work, too,” she said. And, since it’s a juried
show, she says being selected to display at the festival de-
notes a certain level of success.

“People don’t come into my booth and wonder who I am.
Just being in the show gives artists a certain credibility. It
helps people know they’re buying something of value.”

Originally from Iowa, Gillette’s been an Alexandria resi-
dent for 30 years. She earned a BA in fine arts from the Uni-
versity of Iowa where she painted in oil. Now, it’s strictly
watercolor.

“I like its portability,” she said. “I can pack my materials in
a box, stick it in a suitcase and go anywhere.”

All of Gillette’s work is original. Her subjects range from
floras and botanicals to her friends that play golf and even
her kitty. She also paints architecture and landmarks —
including Alexandria buildings and scenes.

“People will come into my booth and say I’m so happy to
see somebody local,” according to Gillette. They’re also
drawn into her booth by the bold, intense colors she uses.

“I use the colors I love — bright colors, especially yel-
lows. I think it has something to do with growing up in
Iowa with cornfields all around,” she said.

Yellow is a theme in some of her new work this year,
which includes a series of little strips of sunflowers. Pa-
trons will also see tulips in new sizes, small paintings of
Baltimore’s Fells Point, and a whole lot of mini Alexandria
doorways.

“Just the doorways — in 5”x5” and 6”x6” sizes,” she said.
“Something for everyone.”

Gillette says she loves seeing the patrons who come by
her booth every year at this arts festival.

“I love the local support,” she said. “I love it when a pa-
tron can’t decide which painting they like better so they
buy two. Every year has a different feel.”

Too often, Gillette feels, people are thrown off by the
myth that art has to be an investment.

Annual Festival Features Local Artists

Entertainment

Photos by Sandy Levitz Lunner/The Gazette Packet

Watercolor artist Jane Gillette in her second
floor studio at 213 King Street draws inspira-
tion from her surroundings and experiences.

Jane Gillette, Watercolor Artist
By Sandy Levitz Lunner

Gazette Packet

G
rowing up in Essex County, N.J., Ed Hirschfield
never thought of himself as creative. Sports were
more his thing.

But when he was 13, Hirschfield received a gift that changed
his life — a home photography developing kit.

“It just triggered something in me,” he said. “I was fasci-
nated the first time I saw a print come up in the developing
tray, and that feeling never went away. It’s still the same thrill.”

After earning a fine arts degree in photography from George
Washington University, Hirschfield worked the kind of jobs
that artists often do — bar tending, restaurant managing —
all the while trying to figure out how to make a living at
photography. About 14 years ago, he made the transition to
full-time artist.

Hirschfield describes the D.C.-area art crowd as sophisti-
cated, knowledgeable, and appreciative of the work that it
takes to create art.

He says if people want to experience what a good arts fes-
tival is like, the Alexandria Festival of the Arts is the one to
see.

“You’ll be exposed to passionate, talented, high-quality art-
ists,” according to Hirschfield. “And, the experience of talking
to the actual artist is quite special. They share their passion
for what they do, and it’s contagious. You can get the story
behind the work directly from the artist, and you get to un-
derstand and appreciate what went into it.

“That work of art displayed on your wall is no longer anony-
mous.”

Returning patrons to the Alexandria Festival of the Arts who
are fans of Hirschfield’s vibrant painted photographs will be
treated to something new hanging on the walls of his booth.
They’ll still be able to enjoy and purchase his familiar hand-
painted individual prints.

But Hirschfield is eager to have folks experience a new tech-
nique he’s been developing since last fall. This new work in-
volves distressing and laminating together multiple negatives
shot with a variety of antique cameras. The combined nega-
tives are then printed, toned and sometimes hand-painted.

This new process, he feels, allows him to be a little more
creative. “It’s time to see how the public responds,” said
Hirschfield.

Hirschfield has never worked in digital photography, pre-
ferring to preserve the tradition of the craft.

“When I take a photograph, I like to wait for the right light
rather than create light on a computer. And in the darkroom,
I’m able to bring a uniqueness to each image,” he said.

By Sandy Levitz Lunner

Gazette Packet

S
ome of Pat Palermino’s ideas for paintings come to
her in dreams. Sometimes she’s inspired by her trav-
els up and down the east coast or the familiar sights in

and around Alexandria.
But whatever the source or subject, the paintings all share

her signature bold, bright colors and touch of playfulness.
“A lot of people tell me they like the colors,” said Palermino.

“They may be too much for some people, but I like bright
colors,” she notes while pointing out the bright red counter
in her white kitchen with the colorful collection of antique
advertising signs adorning the walls.

Palermino describes herself as a self-taught contemporary
folk artist and her work as humorous, whimsical and al-
ways a lot of fun: “Even the historical buildings have some-
thing fun going on in the painting.”

Palermino recalls her talent for drawing started to show
up in first or second grade.

“All through school,” she said, “teachers would give me
special assignments to make posters for school events be-
cause they all knew I could draw.”

By her early teens, she had added painting to her artistic
repertoire.

But when it was time to go off to college, even though
she loved art, Palermino chose a Catholic school for nurs-
ing.

“They didn’t have art classes,” she said. “But there was a
place where some of the nuns used to paint, and we’d sneak
up there and finish their work,” she added with a mischie-
vous grin.

Palermino worked several years in nursing and public
health. She first came to Alexandria in 1971, moving often
with her Naval officer husband and three children. But they
always returned to Alexandria.

“I love Alexandria. I love the look and feel of it — the
water, the people, good restaurants — just a lot going on.
It’s just a lot of fun.”

Once the family returned to Alexandria for good and her
children were in high school, Palermino, who works in
acrylic on canvas or Masonite board, decided to start paint-
ing full time. She opened her studio in 1992 and entered
her first art show the next year in Fairfax County.

“I was shocked when I sold my first five paintings.”
Now, Palermino has original paintings hanging in per-

manent museum collections including The White House.

Pat Palermino, Contemporary
American Folk Artist

Photos by Sandy Levitz Lunner/The Gazette Packet

Contemporary folk artist Pat Palermino de-
scribes her work as “humorous, whimsical and
a whole lot of fun.”

Ed Hirschfield with some of the antique cam-
eras he uses to create his photographs. With a
vast arsenal of antique cameras at his disposal,
Hirschfield sometimes waits for hours for just
the perfect angle of light.

Ed Hirschfield, Photographer
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

WHAT: 7th Annual Alexandria Festival of the Arts
WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 12, 10 a.m. –7 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 13, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Admission is free and open to the public.
WHERE:  Old Town, on King Street from Wash-
ington down to the Potomac River at the Torpedo
Factory
Navigational address:  480 King Street, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314

The Alexandria Festival of the Arts celebrates
its seventh anniversary on Sept. 12–13, as King
Street in Alexandria’s Old Town is transformed
into an outdoor art gallery complete with 200
artists and $15 million in artwork available for
sale. Admission is free and open to the public.

Produced by Howard Alan Events, the Alexan-
dria Festival of the Arts is ranked one of the top
100 festivals in the country by Sunshine Artist,
the nation’s leading publication for art and craft
shows.  It is also included on the Harris List as
one of the Nation’s best art shows. The artists,
juried by an independent panel of expert judges,
are hand-selected from hundreds of applicants

Art Festival Returns
The show features 200 artists and $15 million in artwork available for sale.

The show is ranked one of the top 100
festivals in the country by Sunshine Artist.

Entertainment

based on quality and diversity. All of their artwork is
original and handmade in America.

Prices range from $25 hand-designed earrings to
$20,000 metal sculptures. The event appeals to those
looking for a free and fun weekend activity, as well as
serious art buyers looking to add to their collections.

Entertainment
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

• Replace with Original 400 SERIES Andersen Windows
• Entire Window Frame, Sill & Trim Replacement
• Tilt-Easy Cleaning
• High-Performing Glass
• Maintenance-Free Fibrex Sills
• Grille Options Available

Andersen Warranty • Professional Installation • Free Estimate

POST BUILDERS, INC • 703-780-1051

Come home to Andersen©

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Calendar

THURSDAY/SEPT. 3
Taste of Del Ray. 6-9 p.m. Del Ray

restaurants and eateries will showcase
their offerings with music in Market
Square. On Mount Vernon Avenue in
Del Ray.

The Trio Hermitage. 7-9 p.m. Free.
Will perform classical music on the
piano, cello, and flute. The trio consists
of Svetlana Nikonova and Varvara
Zakharevich of the Washington
Balalaika Society, and Zahar
Zaharevich of the American Youth
Philharmonic Orchestra. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St., Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4565, www.torpedofactory.org.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 4
Big Chalk Draw, 8-10 a.m., Free

community art event for the whole
family.  Practice getting up early for
school and bring along your friends
and your creative energy.  Chalk
drawing will take place in our studio
parking lot from 8 to 10 am, Friday
Sept 4.  Art at the Center, 2804
Sherwood Hall Lane. Go to
www.artatthecenter.org

SATURDAY/SEPT. 5
Monarch Magic. 2-3 p.m. For ages 6

and older with adult. Kids will enjoy
making a caterpillar cage to house
their newly adopted monarch larva
and adding a milkweed plant for it to
snack on. Cost is $18. At Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173. Go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp.

MONDAY/SEPT. 7
International Festival. 12:30-6 p.m.

Includes live entertainment, children’s
rides, international food, white

elephant sale, beverages, games and
more. Tickets must be purchased for
some activities. At Good Shepherd
Catholic Church, 8710 Mount Vernon
Highway, Alexandria. Call 703- 780-
4055 or visit www.gs-cc.org.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 10
Art is Everywhere. 6-9 p.m. Free. Part

of the Second Thursday Art Night.
Treat the whole family to an evening of
open studios, wine and sweets, and a
fun craft activity for kids. At Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Go to
www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-
4565.

Rick Udler in Concert — Music at
the Athenaeum. 7 p.m. Tickets are
$10. At 201 N. Washington Street,
Alexandria. Go to nvfaa.org.

Children’s Chorus Auditions. 6:30-
7:30 p.m. With the Alexandria Choral
Society Children’s Chorus. (Grades 3-
12). Rehearsals are at the Durant
Center, 1605 Cameron Street,
Alexandria. All dates by appointment.
For details and/or to schedule, email
Kevin@AlexChoralSociety.org.

 “Bronx Princess”
Screening. 7 p.m.
Port of Harlem
magazine and the
Alexandria Black
History Museum will
preview the new
documentary “Bronx
Princess,” followed by a
short discussion.
“Bronx Princess”
follows the real-life
journey of headstrong
17-year-old Rocky as
she leaves behind her
mother in New York
City to reunite with her
father, a chief in
Ghana, West Africa.

Filmed during the tumultuous summer
between high school and college,
“Bronx Princess” tells Rocky’s coming-
of-age story. By confronting her
parents’ ideas of adulthood, Rocky
reconciles her African heritage with her
dream of independence. PBS will
broadcast the 40-minute TV movie on
Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 10 p.m. The
Alexandria Black History Museum is
located at 902 Wythe Street in the
Parker-Gray Historic District. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or call the
museum at 703-838-4356.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 11
African Children’s Choir. 7:30 p.m.

The choir performs throughout the
world in such venues as the UN, Royal
Albert Hall and Madison Square
Garden to raise funds for Africa’s
children through the choir’s programs.
An offering will be received. At
Washington Street United Methodist
Church. Call 703-836-4324.

“That Day in September.” Zemfira
Stage presents one performance of the
true story of playwright Artie Van
Why’s experience surviving 9/11 and

African Children’s Choir

how he coped with the changes that
experience brought to his life. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington Street,
Alexandria. Tickets $15/general, $10/
seniors and students. For information
about Zemfira Stage call 703-615-
6626. For reservations call 703-318-
0619 or 703-615-6626.

Free Concert. At 7:30 p.m. By the
internationally acclaimed African
Children’s Choir. At Washington Street
United Methodist Church, 115 S
Washington St., Alexandria. Visit
www.africanchildrenschoir.com  or call
703-836-4324.

Irish Band. Piper Cillian Vallely and
flutist Kevin Crawford from the Irish
band Lunsa. At 8 p.m. At The Lyceum,
201 S. Washington St., Alexandria.
Tickets are $25 in advance, $29 at the
door, children under 14 with an adult
half price. Call 800-404-9049.

Children’s Chorus Auditions. 6:30-
7:30 p.m. With the Alexandria Choral
Society Children’s Chorus. (Grades 3-
12). Rehearsals are at the Durant
Center, 1605 Cameron Street,
Alexandria. All dates by appointment.
For details and/or to schedule, email
Kevin@AlexChoralSociety.org.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 12
Church Yard Sale and Fair. 8 a.m. to

2 p.m. Tons of household items, toys,
clothing, etc. Games and prizes for the
kids, glitter face painting, hot dogs,
drinks and bake sale. At Calvary
Presbyterian Church, 6120 N. Kings
Hwy., Alexandria. Go to
www.calvarypres.org.

Yard Sale. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. At Lincolnia
United Methodist Church, 6335 Little
River Turnpike at Lincoln Ave.,
Alexandria, two blocks west of I-395.
Rain date Sept 19. Call 703-354-5176
or lincolniaumc@verizon.net;
www.lincolniaumc.org.
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Sports

West Potomac, Mount Vernon Face Off in Rivalry

The West Potomac offensive line competes during a scrimmage against Washington-
Lee. The Wolverines return all five starters on the O-line.

Wolverines enter
tonight’s game
as more
experienced team.

The Mount Vernon football team and its option offense look to knock off West
Potomac tonight.
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By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

T
he West Potomac offen-
sive line, which returns
all five starters and av-
erages more than 250

pounds, has the makings of a domi-
nant force.

Tonight, those in charge of secu-
rity for the Wolverines’ no-huddle
spread offense will get to show their
on-field skills during a 7:30 p.m.
match-up with Mount Vernon at
WPHS. On Tuesday, some members
of the West Potomac O-line dis-
played their trash-talking talents
toward the rival Majors.

Left guard Dan Carriker’s descrip-
tion of the West Potomac-Mount
Vernon rivalry: “It is our time to put [the
Majors] in the dirt and end their season for
them right then and there.”

Right tackle Samlullah Ahmady gave the
Majors even less of a chance.

“Mount Vernon doesn’t deserve to be on
the same field with us,” he said.

Center Matt Campbell brought up more
than football.

“We’re born and bred to hate Mount
Vernon,” he said. “We don’t like to be near
them. Every time I’m over there, I just don’t
like them. I don’t like to be over there. I
hate their school. It’s like a prison to me.

“I just don’t like Mount Vernon in gen-
eral.”

Earlier in the day, Mount Vernon coach
Tom Glynn described the rivalry this way:
“We don’t really like the West Potomac Wea-
sels. Oh, I’m sorry, Wolverines.”

While the smack talk came from both di-
rections, West Potomac held an advantage
in verbal jabs thrown. Good thing for the
Wolverines, they appear to hold the advan-
tage in talent and experience necessary to
back up their pregame chatter.

Along with a strong offensive line, West
Potomac has a slew of talented skill posi-
tion players, including quarterback Colin
Mathewson, receivers Shawn Lee, Deondre
Essex and running backs Darel Layne and
Edward Johnson.

The defense is led by D-linemen Francisco
Jimenez and Akram Mohamed, linebacker

Shakil White and a secondary that head
coach Eric Henderson praises.

After Tuesday’s practice, Henderson spoke
to the team about having the chance to do
something special in 2009 and to focus on
getting better. Step one is
beating Mount Vernon.

“We just want to be a
better team after the
[Mount Vernon] game than
we are right now,”
Henderson said. “We want
to do things the way that
we are coached to do and
we want to do it with just
a little extra flavor — be-
cause it’s Mount Vernon.”

Campbell said the Wol-
verines have something to
prove.

“We’re looking to be one
of the most dominant
forces in the Patriot District
and in the region,” the se-
nior said. “[We’re] trying to
take over, prove our point
that we’re not just a bunch
of small highway kids, that
we’re a bunch of weight-
trained, committed ath-
letes that are out here to
play.”

MOUNT VERNON enters

the season as a relatively inexperienced
group, which lost a lot of size on the offen-
sive line. The Majors’ option offense, which
pounded people out of the wishbone last
season, may use more shotgun in 2009.

“We were huge last year,” Glynn
said. This year, “we’re not going to
line up and knock everybody on
their backs. This year, we’re going
to have a little more work to do.”

Andrew Sable (6 feet, 171
pounds) is the Mount Vernon quar-
terback. The senior acknowledged
the Majors will have a different look
offensively.

“We’re a lot younger and a lot
more athletic this year,” he said.

Glynn said senior receiver/safety
Sean Stewart (6-1, 158) is a key
player for the Majors.

How will the Mount Vernon de-
fense deal with the size of the West
Potomac offensive line?

“Since we’re quicker,” Stewart
said, “we can fire off the ball faster.”

Glynn also said senior Dannish
Decardi-Nelson (5-6, 155) is a key
player as a receiver and defensive
back, and senior kicker Colin
Amerau (6-0, 166) will be a
weapon for the Majors.

More trash talking likely remains
between West Potomac and Mount

Vernon, but a win would be the ultimate
statement.

“I know a lot of those kids,” Sable said,
“so it would be nice to knock them off —
have bragging rights over them.”

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Air Force Airman Andrew C.
Desjardins has graduated from basic
military training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas. Desjardins is
the son of Doreen and Alan Desjardins
of Alexandria. He graduated from a
home school program in 2006.

Army Spec. Tamekia A. Powell has
graduated from basic combat training at

Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. She is the
daughter of Annie Powell of Alexandria.
Powell received a bachelor’s degree in
2008 from Georgia Southern University,
Statesboro.

John Raney, Alexandria resident
and 30-year Marine Corps veteran, won
with D.C. Lottery’s Deal or No Deal Sec-
ond Chance Drawing. He received a trip

to Hollywood and a chance to win
money on “Deal or No Deal.”

Air Force Airman Christina E.
Sprayberry graduated from basic mili-
tary training at Lackland Air Force Base,
San Antonio, Texas.

She is the granddaughter of Ann
Roberson of Suzanne Drive, Longview,
Texas, and daughter of Cindy

Sprayberry of Gardenia Court, Alexan-
dria. Sprayberry is a 2008 graduate of
Cypress-Springs High School, Cypress,
Texas.

Navy Ensign Daryl A. Dawson,
daughter of Debbie and Cutler Dawson
of Alexandria, and fellow sailors aboard
the guided-missile destroyer USS
Chung-Hoon (DDG-93) homeported in

Military Notes

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, are currently on
a six-month deployment to the Seventh
Fleet area of operation with the John C.
Stennis Strike Group and Destroyer
Squadron 15.

Dawson is a 2003 graduate of Norfolk
Academy of Norfolk, Va., and joined the
Navy in May 2007. She is a 2007 gradu-
ate of U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis,
Md., with a BS degree.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

JUST LIKE NEW CLEANING SERVICE
Specializing in:

•Surface Cleaning  •Deep Down Scrubbing
•Move-in/Move-out Cleaning  •Organizational Services

✦ Ask About Summer Specials ✦
Free Estimates, Personalized Service

Licensed/Bonded/Ins.

Call Jessie @ 703-763-6751

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

TAYLOR HANDYMAN
Small Jobs Welcome

Gutter repair, wood fencing,
deck restoration

pressure washing, landscaping,
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, minor

plumbing, general repairs & more

703-780-4181
Cell: 571-245-7492

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
✦Exterior Wood Rot More!

Deck & Fence repair, 
No jobs too large or small

Free est. 37 yrs exp.  Licensed, Insured
703-987-5096

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST
Professional and friendly Front Desk 
needed for established endodontic prac-
tice in McLean, VA.  4 days, no week-
ends.  Pay negotiable.  E-mail resume  to 

Mcleanendo@gmail.com or 
Fax 703-847-2861.

FT SALES ASSOCIATE
Our healthfood store needs a dependa-
ble, energetic person to participate in 
our growth.  Retail exp. req’d.  Health 
benefits, 401(K).  Call: 540-751-9346

H.S. OR COLLEGE STUDENT
P/T, Weekends.  Ladies Boutique in   

Old Town Alexandria.  Varied 
duties.  Call Mrs. Lasker

703-765-7583

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

NANNY SHARE AVAILABLE 

Due to changes in our schedule, our won-
derful nanny will be avail M-F,  8a - 3p. (we 
would like to have her continue to work 
with us P/T). She is fantastic, caring, punctu-
al & reliable. She is legal, drives & has her 
own car. She is avail Sept 8th.   Pls contact 
me: Leanne.wilson1@verizon.net or (703) 
619-0688.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Our summer workers have returned to
school. Ideal for students/others. Flex
Schedules. Sales/svc. PT/FT. Conditions
apply. All ages 18+. Call Mon. – Fri. 9-5

703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS

Great Pay!

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

FOR SALE
John Deere LX178 Lawn Tractor,  
38-inch deck, Kohler water-cooled 

engine, good tires, new battery.  
$1200.  

703-757-6506 or Fgaibler@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

3 RE for Rent

Newly Renovated

Alexandria, VA

Studios $859

One Bedrooms $959

Call for more information

(703) 548-0093

12 Commercial Lease

Small suite w/full 
Bath, on 2nd flr of 

beauty salon, avail to 
small bus. prefer 

massage therapist or 
facialist. $1200.
703-981-6483

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? 
Rent a 10x10” space and 

the use of a table for $20 at 
a community YARD SALE 
hosted by the Lighthouse 

Worship Center, 6409 
Telegraph Rd., Alexandria 

on 9/12. To reserve a 
space, call Karen at 

703-203-9843 by 9/10.

101 Computers

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving Alexandria, Springfield,
Fairfax & N. Virginia

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Green Lawn Companies
20-40% off all services
•Mowing •Trimming •Mulching

•Seeding •Sodding
•Planting & Designs

•Power Washing

703-400-8664

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding

For Free Estimate 
call Bill

703-944-1440

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

LAWN SERVICE

Green Lawn
Companies

20-40%
off all services
•Mowing •Trimming
•Mulching •Seeding

•Sodding •Planting & Designs
•Power Washing

703-400-8664

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC

703-283-9479

◆Bricks ◆Blocks,
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

Painting:
Interior & exterior
Faux finishes
Wallpapering:
installation &
removal
Drywall & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

703-728-1717

Professional

WALLCOVERING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

HAULING HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

I am easily
satisfied with 
the very best.

-Winston Churchill

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

The Neighborhood Stabilization Program Plus and Silver Lining 
Program funds and CDBG-R funds listed below have been re-
viewed under a tiered environmental review process per HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR Part 58.15, and are hereby being con-
sidered for a Notice of Intent to Request a Release of Funds 
(NOI/RROF) The activities proposed are categorically excluded 
from NEPA requirements under HUD regulations at 24 CFR 
Part 58. Additional information is contained in the Environmen-
tal Review Records (ERRs) for each activity under the Neigh-
borhood Stabilization Plan Plus and Silver Lining Program 
(NSP-SL), Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing 
Program (HPRP) and the Community Development Block 
Grant -Recovery Program (CDBG-R) program at the Fairfax 
County, Virginia, Department of Housing and Community De-
velopment, 3700 Pender Drive, Fairfax, Virginia 22030-7444, 
and may be examined or copied upon request, weekdays from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

1. Program title: Neighborhood Stabilization Program Plus 
and Silver Lining Program (NSP-SL)

Location: Countywide but mostly focused in these neighbor-
hoods: Springfield, Alexandria (Route 1/Fairfax County), Cen-
treville, Chantilly, Lorton, and Town of Herndon.

Purpose of Project: NSP-Plus funds will be provided to non-
profits to purchase and rehabilitate foreclosed properties, for 
use as affordable rental housing. The properties will be rented 
to households whose incomes are at or below 50% AMI. 

Total Cost: $ 1,000,000 NSP-Plus funds

2. Program title: Community Development Block Grant -
Recovery Program (CDBG-R)

Location: The following Fairfax County Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority properties including: Little River Glen, Little 
River Square, Penderbrook, Murraygate, McLean Hills, as well 
as Sunrise House group home and various units countywide 
owned by non-profit organizations.

Purpose of Project: CDBG-R funds will be used for Categori-
cally Excluded rehabilitation at the moderate income rental 
housing developments listed above.

Total Cost: $ 1,610,504 CDBG-R funds

3. Program title: Homelessness Prevention and Rapid 
Re-Housing Program (HPRP)

Location: Countywide

Purpose of Project: The primary use of these funds will be for 
homelessness prevention and rapid re-housing activities. Spe-
cific services include (but are not limited to) rent and utility as-
sistance, security deposits, housing search and community-
based case management. Approximately $910,000 is allocat-
ed for Prevention Services, and approximately $1,350,000 is 
allocated for Rapid Re-Housing Services. Fairfax County has 
been awarded $2,462,398 in HPRP funds. Of the remaining 
amount, $123,119 is allocated for administrative costs, and 
$79,279) is to be used for meeting HUD data collection and re-
porting requirements.

Total Cost: $ 2,462,398 HPRP funds

The County of Fairfax, Virginia, has determined that the above-
listed project(s) will have no significant impact on the human 
environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement 
under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is 
not required.

RECORDS AVAILABILITY

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Additional project information is contained in the
Environmental 
Review Records (ERRs) for the above-listed projects at the 
Fairfax County, Virginia, Department of Housing and
Commun-
ity Development, 3700 Pender Drive, Fairfax, Virginia 22030-
6039, and may be examined or copied, upon request, week-
days from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency disagreeing with the County
of Fairfax, Virginia, determinations or wishing to comment on
the projects may submit written comments to the Fairfax
County Department of Housing and Community
Development. All 
comments received by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 
9, 2009, will be considered by the Fairfax County, Virginia, De-
partment of Housing and Community Development prior to au-
thorizing submission of a request for release of funds. Com-
menters should specify which part of this Notice they are ad-
dressing.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The County of Fairfax, Virginia, certifies to HUD that Anthony 
H. Griffin, in his capacity as County Executive, consents to ac-
cept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is 
brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environ-
mental review process and that these responsibilities have 
been satisfied. HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, 
and allows the Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment of Fairfax County, Virginia, to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will consider objections to its release of funds for Neigh-
borhood Stabilization Program Plus-Silver Lining Program, the 
Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program,
as 
well as for Community Development Block Grant-Recovery 
Program funds. Send objections to the HUD Richmond Field 
Office, Environmental Office, 600 E. Broad Street, Richmond, 
VA 23219-1800, Attention: Mr. Kerry Johnson, 1-800-842-
2610 x4803; and to: HUD Washington, D.C. Field Office, 820 
First Street NE, Suite 450, Washington, D.C. 20002-4255, At-
tention: Mrs. Frances Bush, 202-275-9200. Objections should 
be received by Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2009, or a period of fif-
teen days from its receipt of the request (whichever is later)
only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the
certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer or other
officer of the County of Fairfax, Virginia, approved by HUD;
(b) the 
County of Fairfax has omitted a step or failed to make a deci-
sion or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part
58; 
(c) the grant recipient or other participants in a project have 
committed funds, incurred costs, or undertaken activities not 
authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of 
funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant 
to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the 
project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental 
quality.

Anthony H. Griffin, County Executive
County of Fairfax
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 552
Fairfax, Virginia 22035-0041

Fairfax County is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in 
all County programs, services and activities and will provide 
reasonable accommodations upon request. Please call 
703.246.5101 or TTY 703.385.9578. Please allow seven 
working days in order to make arrangements
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703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
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Letters

own community to pave the way for a
park and open space. Incidentally, SLCA is
a charter member of the MVCCA.

I immediately provided the nomination
information to the SLCA president last Fri-
day and she confirmed that she had heard
from the nomination proponent (who also
happens to be a member of our SLCA EC)
that a proposed nomination was in the
works but knew none of the details before I
had provided them. Our president immedi-
ately engaged in a discussion with MVCCA
officials that resulted in the park aspect
being removed. The rest of the proposed
nomination remains active.

On Monday Aug. 31, the MVCCA’s Board
of Directors conducted a special meeting to
vote on whether to send a dozen or so pro-
posed nominations to the MVCCA Council
for an up or down vote at the special meet-
ing scheduled for Sept. 10. A neighbor and
I attended the meeting with the hope we
could provide the MVCCA Board with the
above facts and convince them to vote
against sending the nomination to the
MVCCA Council. MVCCA Board meetings
are public meetings and the presiding chair
has the discretion to recognize members of
the public for comment. I had e-mailed each
Board member earlier in the day, providing
them all the information set forth above.
We waited patiently for an hour and a half
until the proposed pumping station nomi-
nation was up for vote. When we sought to
be recognized, presiding chair Katherine
Ward refused to recognize us. When I stated
she had the discretion to do so, she replied
on the record that she would not exercise
that discretion in our favor. We attempted
to speak anyway and Ms. Ward gaveled us
down. With little discussion, the MVCCA
Board voted unanimously to forward the
nomination to the MVCCA Council. During
the brief discussion, my neighbor and I were
subjected to a lecture by two longstanding
MVCCA Board members, the chairmen of
the Education and Health & Human Ser-
vices committees. They informed us that our
community is at fault for not being aware
of the MVCCA’s proposed nomination be-
cause our president failed to monitor the
MVCCA listserve and because we didn’t suf-
ficiently monitor the activities of the SLCA
EC member who was behind the nomina-
tion who, they said, our community should
discipline (that SLCA EC member, to her
credit, never represented that she was
speaking for the SLCA in supporting the
proposed nomination). In other words, with
the MVCCA lurking in the background, citi-
zens and associations must continually be
on the alert and on the defensive, continu-
ally monitoring the activities of the MVCCA
to make sure they are not being victimized
by actions of the MVCCA. In this situation,
only Stratford Landing would be affected
by a nomination regarding the pumping
station.

Why didn’t the MVCCA ask the SLCA
president whether our community was
aware of the proposed nomination and the
community’s position on it before voting to
forward it to the MVCCA Council? Why do
MVCCA Board members believe the burden
is on civic associations to protect themselves

against proposed actions of the MVCCA?
Isn’t this backwards? Only they can answer
these questions. The SLCA is a charter mem-
ber of the MVCCA and its members have
been accorded no respect from the MVCCA.

To those who think the MVCCA represents
you, think again. My experience on Mon-
day demonstrates that the current incarna-
tion of the MVCCA represents the views of
those who participate in its processes and
meetings, regardless of whether those views
coincide with the views of a community di-
rectly affected by what they propose to do.
The MVCCA Board didn’t want to receive
the views of a member of an affected com-
munity, it just wanted to vote and get on
with it. I am a former member of the
MVCCA Board and the MVCCA’s former
Planning & Zoning chairman. I am thor-
oughly disgusted with the MVCCA after my
experience Monday evening.

As a member of the Stratford Landing
community, not its official representative, I
ask Council Presidents who attend the
MVCCA Council meeting on Sept. 10 to vote
against the nomination proposed for the
Little Hunting Creek pumping station. The
reasons why are:

1. Stratford Landing was unaware of the
details of the nomination until three days
before the MVCCA Board voted on it.

2. Stratford Landing is the only commu-
nity directly affected by the proposed nomi-
nation.

3. The SLCA EC and Stratford Landing
community have never considered, dis-
cussed or voted upon the proposed nomi-
nation.

4. Supervisor Hyland is on record stating
that there will be no changes at the pump-
ing station without community consensus
in favor.

5. The proponent of the proposed nomi-
nation can propose it as an individual,
rather than the MVCCA making it with no
input whatsoever from the affected commu-
nity.

Our president will likely speak at the
Council meeting, but she can’t state the
community’s views on the proposed nomi-
nation because, again, neither our EC nor
our community as a whole have taken any
position regarding the proposed nomina-
tion. Thanks for your consideration.

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

Write
The Gazette welcomes views on

any public issue.
The deadline for all material is

noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and

business numbers. Letters are routinely
edited for libel, grammar, good taste and

factual errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette

1606 King St.
Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9410.

By e-mail:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

CALL JOYCE CLEVENGER  703-851-6929 or 703-780-4012
View listing on www.homesdatabase.com/joyceclevenger

ALEXANDRIA SO RIVER TOWERS
RESORT LIVE LIVING!

Pool, tennis,picnic grove, landscaped gfardens, trails, and more!
• Sleek studio with fab view. Great condition! $143,000
• Luminous 1 bedroom unit with small office computer room, well equipped

kitchen $179,900.
River Towers is minutes to Olde Towne, close to the Marina & Mount Vernon
path, commuter bus to METRO. All units VA & FHA approved!

CALL LINDA SWEENEY 703-203-1005

ALEXANDRIA SO $609,900

FORMER MODEL LOADED WITH UPGRADES
Gourmet kitchen w/granite counters, cherry cabinets & HW floors. Exercise rm w/sauna
&shower.  MSTR BR w/2 walk-in closets, cathedral ceiling, wet bar, sitting rm w/gas fireplace.
MSTR BA w/soaking tub, sep shower,double sink & ceramic tile. Plus much much
more. Directions: I95S to exit 166A Newington/FXCo Pky S to US Route 1 (RIc-
hmond Hwy( R, 1/2 to R Inlet Cove, immed R to Regional Inlet Cove to 7023

9119 CONTINENTAL DRIVE $574,950
Just move in, 4/5 bedroom, 3 bath Colonial Style Split Foyer with stunning
20x20 1st floor family room, two-car garage, lower level den with brick
hearth fireplace. Dir.:  From Mt Vernon Mansion take 235 W , L on
Cherrytree Dr, R Continental Dr to 9119 on left.

Home Buyers
Seminar

Saturday, Sept. 19,
11am

Contact Your Belle View Neighborhood Realtor® Specialist Bob Lepelletier
Direct 703-310-7880 - Cell 703-474-5914

Alexandria So, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
new kitchen, nice yard,  $1750

Huntington Metro area,  5 Bedrooms,
3 Baths, many updates,  $2,200

Woodbridge,  3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths -
Everything brand new - $1500

FOR RENT
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CALL JOSE FLORES 703-509-4778  |  HEIDI KABLER 703-850-2558

CALL DAPHNE MELILLO 703-725-5939

ALEXANDRIA SO $539,900
BIGGER THAN IT APPEARS

Brick all around with two level addition on back.  Hardwood floors thru main
rooms.  Dream master suite with huge bedroom, fireplace, luxury bath, wal-in
closet and private balcony overlooking large rear lawn with in-
ground pool.

KINGSTOWNE  $564,900
BEST OF THE BEST

Stunning 3 level end townhouse - 2 car garage - Lovely hardwood floors thru
main rooms. Lots of natural light.Great master suite with
luxury bath.  Huge deck for entertaining.
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PM Summer Landscape
Butterflies alight onto the late summer blooms in the
river garden.

Hydrangea
bushes border
the entrance to
one of the
many walk-
ways in the
gardens at
River Farm.

A show of Black-eyed
Susan’s.

One of the pair of historic White
House gates now in the garden
at River Farm. These gates were
commissioned by President
James Monroe as the White
House was being reconstructed
following it’s burning during
the War of 1812. They were
installed in 1819 and stood at
the northeast entrance for
almost 120 years.

Photos by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette

Nature


